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Introduction

Meagan, one of our street evangelists, offered a miraculous medal to a homeless man named Michael, but Michael
refused to take it. He said that he didn’t deserve a miraculous medal, that he had squandered all the good things in his
life, that he had let all the opportunities he had been given pass him by. He said, “I'll go back to God after | get right.”

Meagan said, “Don’t wait. Go back to God now!” then she told Michael about HER life. Meagan had lived in a fog of
darkness. She too had been homeless. She was an alcoholic, promiscuous, and addicted to prescription drugs and
heroin. She lost two of her children to the state. She had multiple felonies, and did jail time. At her lowest points, she
attempted suicide. But she was saved by Jesus Christ- forgiven, and delivered from that life. Through the merciful love of
God. God sought her out, and She turned to God, by embracing Jesus.

By the time the conversation was over, Michael had a big smile on his face, and finally accepted a miraculous medal.

Hi, my name is Mary Healy. | am delighted to present lesson one of module one of the online Basic Evangelization
Training. The module is “Introduction to Evangelization,” and the lesson is “Evangelization: The Basics.”

In the gospel, the Lord tells us that He “goes after the one that is lost, until he finds it,” and that “there will be more joy
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” He reveals to
us that God genuinely and passionately desires the salvation of sinners.

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, par. 1846, “The Gospel is the revelation in Jesus Christ of God’s
mercy to sinners.”

In this lesson we will begin to answer the question, “What is Evangelization”?

Simply put, evangelization is proclaiming the Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ. In this lesson, | hope to unpack this
statement a bit for you, while making some introductory points on the basics of how to evangelize.

What is Evangelization?

For many, the word “evangelization” has negative connotations. It may bring to mind images of people standing on
street corners with Bibles and large signs yelling at people walking by about the fire and brimstone of hell. It may bring
up stories of Christians cornering people, even complete strangers, with five-minute lectures. It might make you think of
talking but not listening; of smug superiority; of constantly giving people answers to questions they haven’t asked.

Fortunately, none of those things are authentic forms of evangelization. To understand authentic evangelization, we
should look to God’s word revealed in the bible. The authors of the first four books of the New Testament — Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John — are known as the four “evangelists.” The word “evangelist” comes from a Greek word, the noun
euangelion, which means “good news.” “To evangelize”, then, is simply “to tell the good news.”

In the ancient world an evangelist was someone who brought a gospel, who announced good news. It could refer to the
good news of the birth of a child, or of a military victory, or it could promulgate a new law. In Jesus’ time, if the Roman
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Emperor was victorious in battle he would send an “evangelist” with the good news that victory belonged to Rome. Such
military victories were presented as events that brought salvation to the Roman people, and the emperor was
considered a savior, even a god.

In the Old Testament, bringing good news often had to do with proclaiming the saving works of the true God, for His
chosen people Israel. This same meaning is carried over into the New Testament, but also expanded to the gentiles, and
fulfilled in Christ: In his death and resurrection, the Messiah has come and the Kingdom of God is near — the Victory of
the true God and Savior has been accomplished. Jesus is conqueror over sin, death, and the devil. He is mercy for
sinners, and has come to rescue and redeem those trapped in various forms of slavery. Through repentance and faith in
Jesus, forgiveness, freedom, and joy is available to everyone, and eternal life after the resurrection of the dead at the
end of history.

To bring this good news to everyone so that they may believe it and receive it, Jesus sent out his Apostles and disciples,
and that includes us. Jesus made us all “evangelists,” like Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. To evangelize is to proclaim
the Good News of Jesus Christ’s victory over sin and death, and of His offer of eternal salvation through a new life of
faith.

Witness of Life & Proclamation with Words

So knowing this, here is the next question we should ask: what does an evangelist do, practically speaking? Let’s start
with some foundational truths here, and we’ll get to more specifics in later modules.

First and foremost, the evangelist must be a good Christian example. St. Paul wrote in 1 Thess,

You know what kind of people we proved to be among you for your sake.... 2 for though we had already suffered and
been shamefully treated at Philippi...we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the face of great
opposition.... 4 we speak, not to please men, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we never used either words
of flattery... or a cloak for greed, as God is witness; 6 nor did we seek glory from men.... 7 But we were gentle among
you, like a nurse taking care of her children. 8 ...we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our
own selves.

Pope Saint Paul VI wrote that “...the first means of evangelization is the witness of an authentically Christian life, given
over to God... and at the same time given to one’s neighbor with limitless zeal.” And he said, “Modern man listens more
willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.”

Integrity of life, especially over time, is not only a powerful witness, but a necessary one. There is no underestimating
the evangelizing power of a life well-lived, joyfully fixed on “the one thing necessary” (Lk 10:42), attentive to the words
of the Lord, learning, and obeying. We must love God and neighbor above all else, and live out of that love. As St Paul
tells us in the first letter to the Corinthians, We must be “patient and kind, not jealous or boastful, not arrogant or rude,
not insisting on our own way, not irritable or resentful, not rejoicing in wrong, but rejoicing in right” (cf. 1 Cor 13:4-6).

As he tells us in the letter to the Galatians, the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control (cf. Gal 5:22-23). We need to give to the poor. We need to be humble, and when we make
mistakes or sin, we should be ready and willing to acknowledge them and ask forgiveness. With open hearts, we should
share our lives with those who are in need, and bring peace where there is conflict. All of this is impossible without a
thriving life of prayer.

Secondly, though this witness of life is most important, it is not enough in itself. Pope Paul VI wrote that there is also the
“necessity of preaching” — proclaiming the gospel with words. Through formal preaching or teaching, or informal
conversation, spiritual encouragement, we speak the truth of the Gospel out loud, in the hopes that the word spoken
will bear fruit in the hearts of the hearers.
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You may have heard, “Preach the gospel at all times; when necessary, use words.” There is no evidence that St. Francis
of Assisi actually said this. The truth is that using words IS NECESSARY. Paul VI wrote that our witness must be “made
explicit by a clear and unequivocal proclamation of the Lord Jesus.” He said, “The Good News proclaimed by the witness
of life sooner or later has to be proclaimed by the word of life.”

Prayer

When proclaiming the gospel in words, we must be bold, and at the same time be grounded in the love and mercy we've
experienced from the Lord. Evangelization, whether flowing from authentic witness or proclamation, requires grace!

This leads directly to the third point. It is crucial that we include prayer before, during, and after our efforts to
evangelize. Ultimately, conversion to Christ is the work of the Holy Spirit. When we do the work of evangelization we
participate, and in a sense “step into the stream of grace” already at work in the world. The Holy Spirit has been working
in the lives of the people we speak to before we ever speak to them. He knows them more intimately than they know
themselves, and loves them with an eternal love. He knows what each person needs to hear, and the kindness (or the
challenge) that they so need. We will not be effective unless we allow ourselves to become instruments of the Holy
Spirit.

Building on these foundational truths, through our extensive experience doing public evangelization, we found this four-
step evangelization model to be helpful:

1: Listen. First and foremost, we listen to God in prayer. Then we bring that habit of listening to our evangelization
efforts. Attend to others and get to know them. Discover how Christ is already working in them.

2: Befriend. Show others that they are valued and loved. That someone cares about them. Find common ground. As the
saying goes, “People usually don’t care what you know, until they know that you care.”

3: Proclaim. Share the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ, received through faith, lived out in the Church. Ultimately,
the only thing we have to offer the world is Jesus. Everything else is, as St. Paul said, like refuse in comparison to the
great good of knowing Jesus Christ.

4: Pray and Invite. Pray for the person, out loud, right then and there. Ask them to pray with you too, and to open their
hearts to Jesus. Invite them to the next step, whether it be a meeting at the parish, a Bible study, or getting lunch
together

As we remember God’s goodness and remember that the work of evangelization begins, continues and is completed in
God, let’s conclude lesson one with close with prayer.

[Mary Healy prays for those going through training for enlightening of the Holy Spirit.]
Practical Activity

| hope you enjoyed lesson one on the basics of evangelization. As you learned, one of the most basic, fundamental
principles of an evangelist is our prayer life. So what we're going to do in this first practical activity is pray. And we're
going to ask the Lord to bring people to our mind that He wants us to intercede for. So ask the Holy Spirit to do that
now. Ask Him, "Holy Spirit, bring one person to my mind that You want me to intercede for their conversion. Bring one
person to my mind that You want me to reach out to, and I'll spend time first praying for them, and then later on
reaching out." There's this beautiful dance that can happen between prayer and evangelization, and we want you first to
be a person of prayer as an evangelist.
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