
 

©  

 



 

©  

It’s very common to be afraid of sharing our faith with others. But with the help of the Holy Spirit, such 

fear can be overcome. In the work of evangelization, conversation is central; and the Saint Paul Street 

Evangelization four-part model for evangelizing others—listen, befriend, proclaim, pray & invite—is all 

about conversation. Through “getting-to-know-you”-type questions and offering sacramentals as gifts, 

we can get the conversation going. By active listening, we can move the conversation forward and earn 

the right to be heard. Once we have earned the right to be heard and the right opportunity presents 

itself, we can transition to proclaiming the gospel with non-threatening questions and invitations, or 

with gifts. Once we have proclaimed the gospel, we should usually invite the person to respond. At this 

time it is important to pray out loud with the person; but it is appropriate really almost any time during 

the process. 

One of our first street evangelization team leaders worked for a rural Catholic parish in Michigan. When 

he found out about Saint Paul Street Evangelization, he decided to start a team at his parish and invited a 

few of his catechists to come out and evangelize with him. He told us at the SPEI main office that while he 

was excited and couldn’t wait to go out, he was also really afraid of what might happen. He imagined a 

frightening scenario: he’s out in public holding a conspicuous sign, awkwardly and pointedly asking people 

if they knew Jesus Christ, and getting rejected. He wondered, “Will people think I’m crazy? Will I get into 

debates? Will people yell at me?” We told him that conflict on the streets wasn’t likely, but that he should 

be sure to pray, to be welcoming, and to remember that it is the Holy Spirit who truly does the 

evangelizing.  

Our evangelist took his team out. He reported back and told us that as he pulled up to the street corner 

and parked his car, his fingers were tightly gripping the armrests of his seat: “You can’t make me go out! I 

won’t do it!” His friends protested, “You took us out here! What do you mean you won’t do it?” At that 

point, they prayed together, calling upon the Holy Spirit to calm their nerves and help them evangelize. 

Then they got out of the car to set up. 

After being out only a short period of time, locals told them that they were shocked to see Catholics 

evangelizing. A lot of people came up and talked to the team; and despite the small size of the city, some 

said that they didn’t know that there was a Catholic Church in town. This startled the team because the 

local park was named after a former priest, and the church was just one block away from the small city 

center. 
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It goes to show: we can’t assume that people know that our Catholic parishes exist, much less that they 

are being invited to consider joining the Catholic Church. The team continues to be active today, inviting 

thousands of people to faith, serving as a bridge from the street to the parish, and seeing good fruits. 

 

In the face of new experiences, some degree of fear is natural, normal, and healthy. Most of our street 

evangelists will admit that they experience at least some fear when they go out and evangelize, but they 

keep evangelizing anyway. In facing their fears and walking outside of their comfort zones, they grow in 

one of the most important virtues for an evangelist: courage.  

But courage is also a gift of God. Our evangelists know that they can sustain and grow their courage by 

constant reliance upon God and a spirit of prayer. In fact, the most essential “basic evangelization 

strategy” is to start every effort with intentional, focused prayer, calling upon the Holy Spirit for help. 

Pope Saint Paul VI wrote, 

Evangelization will never be possible without the action of the Holy Spirit. … It is the Holy Spirit 

who, today just as at the beginning of the Church, acts in every evangelizer who allows himself to 

be possessed and led by Him. The Holy Spirit places on his lips the words which he could not find 

by himself, and at the same time the Holy Spirit predisposes the soul of the hearer to be open 

and receptive to the Good News and to the kingdom being proclaimed.1 

Let us not be afraid, then, for if God calls us to evangelize, then He will bless our efforts to actually do it! 

The Lord usually surprises us when we first start evangelizing by sending us lots of spiritual fruits right 

away. The best way to overcome the fear of evangelizing is by praying a prayer for spiritual protection, 

and asking the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts and lead our efforts. It is the Holy Spirit who will provide all the 

graces and gifts for evangelizing. We need only ask and eagerly expect the goodness He has in store for 

us. 

Another important way to help us overcome fear in evangelizing is by embracing tried and true methods 

and strategies. In the last lesson we considered one of the more important of these, the personal 

testimony. In this lesson we will explore some others — basic evangelization strategies — that have 

proven to be effective time and time again. These strategies center around the conversation of faith. 

Specifically, we will help you begin to put into practice Saint Paul Street Evangelization’s four-part 

method: (1) listen, (2) befriend, (3) proclaim, (4) pray & invite. Most fruitful evangelical conversations 

follow this model in some way, even if not always in this exact order. 

As you make your way through this lesson, don’t forget that methods, techniques, and strategies are not 

enough! We cannot help but emphasize again that the Spirit of God is the true evangelizer — rely upon 

Him constantly! In the same place as the above quote, Pope Saint Paul VI said, 

Techniques of evangelization are good, but even the most advanced ones could not replace the 

gentle action of the Spirit. The most perfect preparation of the evangelizer has no effect without 

the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit the most convincing dialectic has no power over the heart 

 
1  Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi [Apostolic exhortation on evangelization in the modern world], 8 December, 1975, 
sec. 75. 
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of man. Without Him the most highly developed schemas resting on a sociological or 

psychological basis are quickly seen to be quite valueless. 

“The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom; his tongue speaks what is right. God’s teaching is in his heart; 

his steps do not falter” (Ps 37:30-31). 

Topic Outline 

• What are some good conversation starters? 

• How do we move the conversation forward? 

• How do we transition to proclaiming the gospel? 

• How do we make an invitation? 

• How do we pray with people? 

• How do we use tracts and other resources to overcome obstacles? 

In order to evangelize someone, you usually need to engage them in conversation. But many people are 

pessimistic about the prospects. Who wants to talk about religion with a stranger, or (many times) even a 

friend? But in our experience, we’ve found that the objection is overstated: many people do want to talk 

about matters of faith. Many of our evangelists are surprised to find people excited to share their 

questions about God. Our evangelists also tell us that it is rare that they are met with hostility. While 

there are certainly exceptions, most people that are truly hostile towards the faith, instead of getting loud 

or angry, just ignore you or shut down conversation.2 At that point, you can “shake off the dust from your 

feet” (Mt 10:14) and move on. On the other hand, a friendly conversation is often the beginning of a new 

journey of discipleship: we have to spread the seed if we want it to bear fruit. But how do we get started? 

What do we do when we encounter a new neighbor on a walk, or find ourselves sitting next to a stranger 

on an airplane? What do we do when we’re out with a street evangelization team? This is where 

conversation starters can be useful. 

 

Our first job, when evangelizing, is to build trust and earn a right to be heard. One of our evangelists 

helped bring a professed atheist to conversion through a conversation that began by exchanging 

pleasantries when in line at McDonalds. Such “pleasantries” can be as simple as, “Hi, my name is John, 

what’s your name? … It’s nice meet you Michael; so what do you do for a living? … So what is that like? … 

Do you have a passion for that, or did you just kind of fall into that kind of work?” Ask someone about 

things like their work, their family, what town they live in, where and what they studied, and what they 

like to do for fun; and then listen to what they have to say. A few questions can start a new conversation, 

a new acquaintance — even a new friendship. It’s all about engaging in “active listening” so we can 

minister to the person in front of us, plant seeds of faith, and ultimately help them come to repentance 

and belief in the gospel. We ought to truly care about the people we evangelize — not looking to put 

 
2 They might avoid making eye-contact; or if they do approach you, you might be met with one- or two-word 
answers to your questions, instead of a lively conversation. But the fact that they are there, listening to you, 
probably shows that they are open to God on some level buried not too deeply down. 



 

©  

“notches on our belts.”3 Techniques for public or “direct” evangelization ought to lead naturally to long-

term acquaintances and friendships where we can engage in “relational evangelization.”4 

Aside from “getting-to-know-you”-type questions, another kind of conversation starter that can be useful 

is offering someone prayer, or a sacramental like a rosary or a Miraculous Medal. This is especially useful 

when you know the person well, or when you’re doing direct evangelization and it’s instantly clear to 

people that you intend to talk about religion.5 You may start the conversation off with something like, “Do 

you need prayer for anything?”, “Would you like a free rosary?”, or “Can I interest you in a free 

Miraculous Medal?”6 In these cases when you begin the conversation with religion, that doesn’t mean 

that you should necessarily skip the more “getting-to-know-you”-type questions. Often, these are still 

needed to build trust and earn the right to be heard. 

 

Whether you start with “getting-to-know-you”-type questions, or offering a sacramental or prayer, it is 

important to find common ground. We had one street evangelist who discovered, through conversation 

with a college student, that they shared a favorite philosopher. That student kept coming back to where 

the evangelization team set up each week to learn more about the Catholic faith. Another evangelist 

encountered a somewhat hostile gentleman who claimed that Catholics didn’t study the Bible enough. 

The evangelist could have argued with him by citing the large number of fellow Catholics he knew who 

were committed to studying the Bible. Instead, he chose to cede the point, admitting that by and large 

Catholics don’t study the Bible enough. By the end of the conversation they warmly embraced, put their 

arms around each other’s shoulders and began encouraging other people who were walking by to read 

their Bibles more. Instead of returning hostility for hostility that day, the evangelist made a new friend; 

and perhaps, in time, a new Catholic. 

While most people feel OK broaching friendly conversations with strangers, bringing up religion is 

another matter. How do we move the conversation forward to the point of sharing the gospel? 

In the Book of Acts, chapter 8, Saint Philip received the message from an angel of God to travel down 

the road from Jerusalem to Gaza. Without knowing why he was to go, Philip got up and started on his 

way. While he was traveling he encountered an Ethiopian seated in a chariot. Responding to an impulse 

of the Holy Spirit, he approached the Ethiopian and saw that he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Philip 

 
3 This is when we care more about “getting a convert” than we care about the person themself. 
4 “Direct evangelization” is evangelization that is directed to crowds or publicly, usually to strangers. “Relational  
evangelization” takes place over the long-term through some kind of relationship. 
5 This includes street evangelization and other forms of direct evangelization where your immediate purpose is to 
evangelize, and you have a sandwich-board sign or some other indicator to declare your intentions. When you start 
a friendly conversation, your immediate goal may not always be to evangelize. Your immediate goal might be simply 
to be friendly, to share yourself with others and to get to know them in return. But as Catholic disciples of the Lord 
Jesus, we know that the ultimate destiny of every human person is eternal life, and that this life begins now in the 
Church — in her faith, her prayer, her liturgy, her sacraments, her works of love. For this reason, we are always on 
mission. Whatever our immediate goal might be, we should always be prepared to recognize good opportunities to 
share the gospel of Jesus, and to act on them. 
6 Included with this lesson is a handout with more information on sacramentals and starting conversations. 



 

©  

moved the conversation quickly to a question about faith, asking, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” Being guided by the Holy Spirit, Philip saw the opportunity to share the gospel, and took it. 

The Ethiopian responded to the gospel and was baptized by Philip.  

But it wasn’t just any Ethiopian. The man Philip approached was a eunuch in charge of the treasury for 

the queen of the Ethiopians. Approaching someone of such authority may have made Philip more than 

just a little nervous! But God provides both the grace we need to evangelize, and the grace people need 

to convert their lives to Jesus Christ. Many of our evangelists have related stories: how a person who at 

first they thought would never convert, whom they were reluctant to approach, ended up giving their 

heart to Jesus and coming to faith for the first time (or coming back to living it after being away a long 

time). Never underestimate what God can and will accomplish! Our God is a God of miracles. He simply 

needs willing evangelists (see Mt 9:37). 

 

If we count ourselves willing evangelists, like St. Philip, we need first to rely upon the Holy Spirit to guide 

our way. Next, following St. Philip’s example, we need to take advantage of the opportunities that the 

Lord places before us to move the conversation forward. To do this effectively, we need to discover how 

we can use active listening skills to minister to the person before us. The active listener sets his agenda 

aside to act as a servant to the person before him, saying only what will build them up in Christ. He does 

not say everything that he wants to say, whenever he wants to say it. He is not combative. He tries to 

engage the heart of the person, and reflect the heart of God for them. By being attentive to himself, the 

Holy Spirit, and the person he is speaking to, the active listener strives to move the conversation 

forward according to God’s holy will, and transition into preaching the gospel how and when the Lord 

desires. 

Learning to exercise active listening skills takes time and practice. How do we engage in active 

listening?7 

• Be aware. Throughout your conversation, try to pay attention to the present moment. Be 

attentive to yourself, so that you can maintain a respectful disposition and proper body 

language throughout the conversation. This also helps you pay attention to thoughts and 

inspirations coming from the Holy Spirit. 

 

• Pay attention. Listen to the person and remember what they say. Notice their body language. 

Are they open to this conversation? What emotional state are they in as they speak to you? 

What are they interested in? What concerns them? What is on their heart? If they share with 

you a heart-wrenching story of how a family member passed away, that’s probably something to 

delve into. If they are angry or confused about God and religion, you might ask them more 

about it later on. If they seem bored or uninterested, it’s probably the time to redirect, ask well-

placed questions, and find out what’s really going on with them. Do all out of genuine love and 

 
7 This list is based upon a list provided by the Center for Creative Leadership. 
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concern. 

 

• Withhold judgment. Yes, Jesus Christ is the one Way to eternal life (see Jn 14:6; Acts 4:12). But 

following our Lord Jesus, we do “not come to judge the world but to save the world” (Jn 12:47). 

Our Lord Himself exhorts us to not judge others, lest we be judged (see Mt 7:1-5). Instead of 

criticizing false views right away, withhold judgement until it is truly helpful. Instead of 

hardening yourself to people in gravely immoral lifestyles, consider in the case before you 

whether you may be called to follow the Lord’s example and “eat with tax collectors and 

sinners” (Mt 9:11).8 We are there to minister to others, to bring Christ to them. That comes first, 

before correcting errors. Like St. Paul, we come to build up, not tear down (see 2 Cor 13:10). 

 

• Reflect back/summarize. Be aware of the possibility that you might misunderstand what a 

person is saying, and repeat or summarize for them what they’ve told you to make sure you 

understand. “So you said that you’re on your way to New York for another spinal surgery?” This 

also has the benefit of showing them that you’ve been listening to them, and opens the way to 

ask questions. “Yes? … How many surgeries have you had so far?” 

 

• Ask questions. Clarify any areas that are unclear. Show your interest by asking questions. Open-

ended questions are often the best. They give people a chance to keep expanding on what 

they’re telling you. “I’m sorry that happened to you. When your landlord kicked you out of your 

house, what did you do?” “Can you tell me more about that?” 

 

• Ultimately, speak God’s Word into their life. When someone opens up to you, sharing a part of 

their life or belief, and you have really listened and shown that you care, then you have likely 

earned the right that they should listen to you, too. Share the gospel and your personal 

testimony in ways that the person can understand. When should you do it? Listen to God and 

remain open to the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and then wait until He inspires you. Wait until He (so 

to speak) says “Now.” 

While learning to be an active listener takes some practice, it is well worth the effort. Once we have 

become proficient at active listening, these conversations will often happen quickly. One of our 

evangelists was checking into a hotel. After a bit of friendly conversation, he was able to see that he 

should ask the desk clerk if she had any prayer requests. The desk clerk responded that her sister was 

very sick. After taking the time to listen to the story, the evangelist prayed for the clerk and her sister 

right then and there. It was a brief conversation, but the next day when the evangelist asked her for an 

update, he learned that the sister had experienced a moment of healing and was doing much better. If 

the evangelist didn’t take time to establish trust, and then recognize the opportunity to offer prayer, this 

healing may not have happened! 

 
8 When you enter into evangelizing friendships such as these, remember the words of St. Jude in his New 
Testament letter, “Save some, by snatching them out of the fire; on some have mercy with fear, hating even the 
garment spotted by the flesh” (Jude 1:23). We need to be alert that we do not compromise ourselves by appearing 
to approve or participate in evil. 
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Most people are open to a friendly conversation with someone new; but how do we start a conversation 

about faith, or transition to proclaiming the gospel? As we already said, we need to listen to the Holy 

Spirit and use active listening skills. By these means, we can see and take advantage of opportunities to 

move the conversation forward and share the gospel. With the help of the Lord, we need to find an 

“opening” in the conversation — an opening into which we can speak the words of God. 

How might this happen, in the give-and-take of the conversation? If you have used active listening skills 

and treated the person with respect, then he or she will usually be open to whatever you have to say 

next. If someone trusts you, they will likely listen to you and be vulnerable with you. That in itself can 

create the opportunity you’re looking for. However, it is worth noting that we usually find openings to 

preach the gospel only after the conversation has already moved into the realm of religion. Once the 

person you’re talking to is sharing with you their own journey of faith, or their own views of religion, or 

their own relationship with God, then prime opportunities to share the gospel won’t be long in coming. 

 

With this in mind, a great way to help make the transition to preaching the gospel is to ask the person 

about their faith story. “Do you have a religious background?” “Did you grow up going to church?” “Do 

you go to church?” These questions can help us get to the heart of the matter quickly. However we 

opened up the conversation or “broke the ice,” however we continued the conversation, we want to 

find out where the person is in their own walk with God. That way, we can preach the gospel in a 

manner that speaks to their situation. Ask a non-threatening question about the person’s faith, and you 

will quickly learn important information about them: 

“Do you go to church?”: “I used to, but not anymore.” 

“Do you go to church?”: “No, and I don’t believe in the flying spaghetti monster in the sky 

either.” 

“Do you go to church?”: “No, I was molested by a priest as a child.” 

“Do you go to church?”: “No, I am a Muslim.” 

“Do you go to church?”: “Once in a while. I go to First United Methodist over on Spencer Street.” 

“Do you go to church?”: “I’m more of a spiritual person than a religious person.” 

“Do you go to church?”: “Yes — I’m a Catholic.” 

From this point, you should continue to engage in active listening, ask follow-up questions, and look for 

the right time to share the good news. If they talk about their faith when they were younger, a good 

follow-up question might be, “How has your relationship with God been lately?” or “So how would you 

describe your relationship with God?” If they talk about their protestant faith, you might ask them more 

about it, and eventually ask if they have ever considered the Catholic Church. If they are Catholic, you 
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might ask if they get to Mass regularly and practice the faith. If they are of some other religion, or no 

religion at all, you might talk with them about that, and then ask them if they’ve ever heard the 

Christian gospel. By asking a person about their own religion, faith, or relationship with God, we set up 

opportunities to proclaim the gospel to them, or to help them step deeper into Christian faith and 

practice. Questions about a person’s faith get to the heart of the matter, take away the guess-work, and 

help you speak the word of God into a person’s actual spiritual needs. 

 

Here are a number of approaches that you can use to help you make the transition from a conversation 

about their faith to the proclamation of the gospel. 

• Offer a sacramental. “I have a gift for you; this is a Miraculous Medal.” A sacramental is a 

tangible reminder of God’s love and a connection to the Church and faith. A Miraculous Medal is 

a great choice, but you could give some other sacramental like a crucifix, a rosary, or a brown 

scapular. Such gifts are good tools of evangelization because Catholics and non-Catholics are 

often interested in these tangible signs of faith. As you explain the sacramental and how it is 

used, you have a clear opportunity to share the gospel. 

 

• Ask them about the faith openly. “What do you think about the Catholic Church?” “Have you 

ever thought about becoming Catholic?” Get right to it! Ask a non-confrontational question that 

leads to a deeper conversation. People are often quite open to sharing their opinions on the 

Catholic faith. Once they have shared their thoughts, you may transition to sharing your love of 

the Catholic faith, or your personal testimony, in a way that builds upon their response to your 

question. 

 

• The direct approach. “Do you know the gospel? Can I share it with you?” Questions like these 

are often associated with pushy door-to-door evangelists who corner people into uncomfortable 

conversations. But when you have established a good rapport with someone, have built trust, 

and are already talking about religion, such questions are entirely appropriate, even welcome. 

 

• Throw down a challenge. “Can I give you one good reason why I choose to be Catholic?” “Can I 

give you one good reason that I take my faith seriously?” The “one good reason” approach is a 

great way to challenge someone without looking like you’re criticising them. People don’t want 

to hear a sales pitch, but they do enjoy a good story. Use the “one good reason” method to 

make a helpful point, or to transition into telling a personal testimony and preaching the gospel. 

We often use this method in the context of street evangelization. 

 

• Pray with them. “Do you need prayer for anything? … Would it be okay if I said a prayer for you 

right now?” From your conversation, you may already know what they may want prayer for. 

People usually love to be prayed for, even when they do not share your beliefs. Pray out loud, in 

a way that they might feel comfortable praying. It is a great way to transition into preaching the 
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gospel or finding out more about their faith. You can even insert elements of the gospel into 

your prayer. Do not pray for too long a time, but be concise. 

 

• Use special strategies geared to the local culture, or to specific kinds of people. Try to find ways 

to connect the faith and the gospel to the culture or locale of the people you talk to. Come up 

with strategies geared towards specific kinds of people.9 For example, if over the course of 

conversation you discover that the person you are speaking to is an engineer, you might use 

analogies that would appeal to an engineer. It you find out a person is an atheist, you might ask 

them (after you have established some rapport), “Can you tell me about the God you don’t 

believe in?”10 If you are in the city of Detroit or New York, you might ask the person if they’d 

ever heard of Blessed Father Solanus Casey, who ministered in those places. 

In the end, there are a great many ways to bring the gospel into a conversation. In all cases, rely upon 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit through prayer. 

 

As you engage in conversation about faith and religion, you might find yourself from time to time feeling 

moved to give arguments in defense of the Catholic faith; that is, to do apologetics. That’s okay, but 

remember that our goal is not to win arguments, but to build up another person in the gospel of Jesus 

Christ and in the practice of the Christian life. Try to engage in apologetics only when it will effectively 

overcome obstacles to faith. 

Sometimes people are not open to arguments, but need a breakthrough of the heart. One of our street 

evangelists suspected that the man he was talking to was closed off to the very possibility that 

Christianity could be true. So he asked him, “Imagine if I could sit down with you for 8 hours a day for 

the next 30 days, and we argued about the truth of Christianity point by point. Imagine that at the end 

of that time, you found yourself totally convinced of the truth of Christianity. Would you then become a 

Christian?” The man responded, “No, I wouldn’t.” Keep this in mind as you think about using apologetics 

in the work of evangelization. Conversion to Jesus Christ is more often a matter of the heart than of the 

head.11 

When Jesus preached the gospel, he included an invitation: “Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mk 

1:14). Saint Peter, too, when he preached the gospel on Pentecost, also included an invitation: “Repent, 

and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 

shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit… Save yourselves from this crooked generation” (Acts 2:38-40). 

We too must do the same. Once you’ve had a conversation with someone and shared the gospel, it’s 

 
9 What is their religion? What is their career or primary occupation? 
10 Often times you’ll find that an atheist’s view of God is a caricature of the biblical view. Getting them to explain 
their idea of God gives you the opportunity to show them that God is not like they think He is. “If that’s what I 
thought God was like, I wouldn’t believe in Him either!” 
11 Some have observed that many atheists seem to have two fundamental beliefs: (1) God doesn’t exist, and (2) I 
hate Him. 
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time to invite them to take the next step. What this step will be depends on where the person is in their 

life and walk with God. Ultimately, of course, we want to invite others to repent and to enter into the 

Church to live a new life of faith in Jesus. But in many initial conversations, the best thing to do will be to 

invite people to take just one step closer. Here are some examples of invitations that we might use: 

• A person doesn’t believe in God. “… And that’s why I believe in Jesus. At this point, what do you 

think? … I know it might be a leap, but can I say a prayer for you right now?” Then pray out loud 

that God will make Himself known to the person. 

 

• A person is hurt and doesn’t trust Catholics. “I’m so sorry that you went through that. On behalf 

of Christians, please accept my apology. I wish I could make it right — but I would ask you: 

please don’t turn away from Jesus because of Judas. Jesus is the reason why I’m a Catholic. He 

tells us that the weeds and the wheat must grow up together. Does that make sense? …” Pray. 

Help the person get connected with the parish. 

 

• A person believes in God. “What do you think of the gospel? … If you would like, we could pray 

together right now to invite Jesus to come into our hearts.” After prayer, invite person to 

connect to the parish near them. 

 

• A person is a fallen-away Catholic. “… That’s one reason that I choose to be Catholic. We can’t 

love God if we don’t spend time with him. The Christian community is messy, but it’s our family. 

And Jesus called this family together. What do you think would happen if you were to die right 

now? … I encourage you to return to the fold! To know and to love God, and to do His will!” 

 

• A person hasn’t been to confession in a long time. “Can I give you one reason that I choose to go 

to confession on a regular basis? … I’m going to confession at the local parish this Saturday. 

Would you like to go with me? We could go watch the game afterwards. The meal is on me.” 

 

• For an on-fire Catholic who is an intentional disciple of Jesus. “Have you heard of St. Paul Street 

Evangelization? I help with a team that goes out and evangelizes together, which makes it a lot 

easier. We’re all called to evangelize and share our faith. I’d like to invite you to join us next 

time. If you’re not comfortable talking to people, you can pray for us as we’re talking to others. 

It’s actually really fun to share your faith!” 

 

• For anyone. “I would like to invite you to our Small Group Bible study. Anyone is welcome and 

it’s on Tuesday night. Would you like to come? Great. Can I get your phone number and email 

address to keep in touch? This is awesome. I made a new friend today!” 

 

Obviously, these are just a few ideas. You need to decide if the next step for the person is to call them to 

repentance, to minister to a wound or past hurt, to make an invitation to embrace Jesus as Lord, to 

invite them to a small group, or all of the above. 
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Prayer is the life of our souls, and the soul of evangelization. Once you’ve invited someone to take the 

next step, you might think that it’s time to part ways; but if you haven’t prayed, you’re probably wrong! 

Many times, prayer will have been part of the invitation you made—but not always. Don’t part ways, 

usually, until you’ve offered to pray out loud with them.12 

How, then, do we pray? We should always go into prayer listening to the Holy Spirit, and open to what 

He wants to do in the moment. Then when we pray, we should be confident and bold. We’ll often 

already have a clear idea how to pray if we’ve been an “active listener” throughout the conversation. 

Usually we’ll be praying for the person’s needs, and the needs of those close to them. We should also 

praise and thank the Lord for what He’s doing in their life. Sometimes God wants to manifest Himself to 

a person through your prayer in a powerful way—a physical healing, emotional healing, or a deep sense 

of peace and joy. The goal is to minister to the person, to love them, to build them up in Jesus Christ 

(see 1 Cor 8:1; 1 Thes 5:11). Although we will usually pray in our own words, from the heart, an “Our 

Father,” “Hail Mary,” or “Glory Be” may sometimes be just the thing to put a person at ease as you part 

ways with them. The “ACTS method” (Adoration, Contrition, Thanksgiving, Supplication) is also a helpful 

go-to approach. 

The key in deciding how to pray is to remember that in prayer, it is not our work that matters, but the 

work of God. Evangelists sometimes find themselves praying in unexpected ways. Sometimes before or 

during prayer, an evangelist will receive a vivid image, word, or Bible verse to share with the other 

person. It may not even make immediate sense to the evangelist, but may be meaningful to the 

person.13 Sometimes, as an evangelist prays from the heart, they become aware that their words are 

likely from the Holy Spirit speaking within them. Sometimes that awareness comes later, when the 

prayer is answered. 

Here is a real-life example. A street evangelist prayed with someone named John. John is Catholic and 

had just shared that he was deeply sad. His wife, he said, did not practice the faith and would not go to 

Mass with him. The evangelist began by making an invitation to prayer: 

 
12 Saint Paul Street Evangelization’s four-part method to listen, befriend, proclaim, and to pray & invite is a great 
‘go-to’ plan for conversational evangelization. But as we said before, it need not always be in that order. This is 
especially true of the ‘pray’ part of the fourth step. It often goes closely together with making an invitation, but 
could definitely come earlier in the conversation. Prayer, for example, can play a big part of the proclamation of 
the gospel itself. Sometimes the “gospel” that a person needs to hear is a word of truth, encouragement, or 
wisdom spoken as you pray for them out loud. Some of our street evangelists, for example, focus their efforts to 
preach the gospel specifically upon praying for people. Instead of using a standard street evangelization sandwich-
board sign, they use a “Prayer Station” sign, beginning the conversation with an offer of prayer. Both signs are 
available at our online store. 
13 We will discuss this phenomenon more in a future module. 
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“John, I’m so sorry to hear that your wife won’t come to Mass with you. I understand how much you 

love her and want her to have a relationship with Jesus. Can I say a prayer for you right now?”14 

Then, the evangelist used the ACTS method to pray: 

Jesus, we adore you, we love you, and we give you praise, for you are the Messiah. You came to 

save us from our sins. We are sorry for the ways that we have turned against you and failed you. 

Please forgive us. 

Thank you now, at this time, for John and his wife. Thank you for the blessing of their family and 

their marriage. Please strengthen their marriage, and also pave the way for John’s wife to start 

going to Mass. Open her heart to more of you Lord; your life and love. Bless her. Give her 

wisdom. Bless John and give him wisdom in bearing witness to her of radical Christian love. 

Amen. 

After John went home, that very night, his wife told him that for some reason she had an overwhelming 

desire to go to Mass with him. From that point, she started attending Church and became a disciple of 

Jesus. John contacted the evangelist and let him know what had happened. Praise the Lord! 

Like the evangelist in this story, you ought to keep your prayer short and thoughtful. Sometimes, when 

we pray with someone for a longer period of time, we end up trying their patience. Also, lengthy prayers 

can sometimes reveal a lack of faith in God’s desire and power to answer us—as if we have to convince 

Him by an excess of words (see Mt 6:7-8). 

If you are afraid of praying spontaneously from the heart, it might help to pray spontaneously every day 

during your own personal prayer time. For just a few minutes, bring God your own needs and ask Him 

for His fatherly blessing in your life. You also may practice praying aloud with people that you know and 

are comfortable with. When it is time to pray out loud for someone else, you can always ask the Holy 

Spirit to give you wisdom and the right words. If you make a mistake, don’t worry! God is in charge. 

Mistakes are opportunities to grow. They help you learn what not to do, or what to do, the next time. 

In conversational evangelization, oftentimes tracts, pamphlets, and books are helpful tools. If you have 

gained someone’s trust and opened them up to the possibility that Jesus Christ is Lord (or that the 

Catholic Church was founded by Jesus Christ, or that repentance is necessary for salvation, etc.), then a 

good tract or book may be just the thing to lead them to the next step. 

Sometimes a tract or book “does all the work for you.” One of our street evangelization teams was out 

sharing the gospel one day when a young man approached. Unfortunately, everyone on the team was 

already engaged in conversation with others. The young man waited for a while, and then caught sight 

of the “Good News” pamphlet in a pile on the evangelization table. He took a pamphlet, walked over to 

the curb, sat down, and began reading. He read it from start to finish. In those minutes reading the 

 
14 Note that the evangelist offered to say a prayer for John. John didn’t have to do anything but receive that prayer 
silently. It’s sometimes wise to avoid saying, “Will you pray with me?” For some people, that can be intimidating. 
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pamphlet, he was convicted in the heart and made a decision to explore the truth of the Catholic faith. 

When he was ready, he walked back to the evangelists and asked, “Where is the nearest Catholic 

Church”? 

Another time, a fallen-away Catholic involved in New Age spirituality was walking down the street. He 

caught sight of a Protestant street evangelist passing out tracts, and promptly crossed the street to 

avoid encountering him. He continued walking, but then stopped; the evangelist was all-of-a-sudden 

right there next to him, offering him the tract! He accepted the tract and started to read it. What he 

read that day put him on a journey that first brought him back to Jesus Christ, and eventually back to the 

Catholic Church as well.15 

“Always be prepared to make a defense” 

Why are tracts and books so helpful? St. Peter said, “Always be prepared to make a defense to any one 

who calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence” (1 Pt 3:15). 

As adult Catholics, we ought to strive to have an informed, mature understanding of our faith, according 

to our abilities. First and foremost in this, we should seek a mature understanding of the gospel itself, 

and of our discipleship in Jesus. This will enable us to preach the gospel more effectively. Secondarily, 

however, we should seek a mature understanding of those controversial issues that commonly create 

obstacles to conversion. Some of these issues come from the New Atheists: the Church, the Bible, and 

science; the existence of God; the impact of Christianity on the world. Other issues come from 

Protestants: praying to the saints, Church teaching on the Virgin Mary, purgatory, the sacraments, etc. 

Other issues come from society at large: sexual morality, gay marriage, abortion, how to treat illegal 

immigrants, etc.16 

All this can seem overwhelming. However, we are not alone in this task. When we don’t know how to 

“offer a defense” on a particular matter very well, we can refer people to others who can. A fellow 

evangelist, a priest, or a knowledgeable Catholic friend is often ideal. More often, however, you will be 

able to share a book, pamphlet, or a tract that addresses the issue at hand. Even when you are well 

educated on a topic, these can be helpful supplements or complements to what you are able to share in 

conversation. 

 
15 The man’s name is Al Kresta. He became a well-known broadcaster, CEO of Ave Maria Radio, and host of the 
“Kresta in the Afternoon” talk radio program. 
16 Most of the barriers to faith are spiritual barriers, impediments of the heart. This is why we call upon the Holy 
Spirit (Lk 12:12), preach the gospel (Mk 16:15), pray for everyone (1 Tm 2:1), and offer our spiritual worship to God 
(Rm 12:1). In this sense, evangelization is primarily a matter of “spiritual warfare.” The gospel itself has power, so 
we do not have to be scholars or theologians to evangelize effectively. That being said, there are many honest 
people, open to the truth, who are prevented from believing simply because of an inability rationally to 
understand some teaching of the Church or the Bible. The spiritual battle for the salvation of souls, then, will also 
include making arguments in favor of the gospel and Catholic doctrine (see 2 Cor 10:3-5). 
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Where can we find good tracts, books, and other resources on the faith? St. Paul Evangelization Institute 

has many resources available for use in evangelization. Some of these resources include: 

• Printable Tracts: These pamphlets may be printed and freely distributed by SPSE Partners. 

Written by qualified friends of Saint Paul Evangelization Institute, these pamphlets are an 

excellent way to inform yourself and an easy way to share the gospel with others. 

• Catholic Audio: You do not have to pay royalties on these talks. Permission has been secured for 

you to burn these to CDs and hand them out in your work of evangelization. You may not post 

them publicly online, sell them, or use them for anything else. 

• Free books: There are over 800 Catholic books available, to help keep you well formed. 

• Team Development Center: This is filled with tools, templates, and other resources designed to 

help you share the good news and promote evangelization in your parish and community. 

• Seeker Small Groups: This is a way to follow up with the people you evangelize. Start a Seeker 

Small Group, and invite people to learn and discuss the Catholic faith in a friendly, laid back, 

non-confrontational atmosphere.17 

 

All Christians are called to be evangelists. In paragraph 1816, the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

teaches, “The disciple of Christ must not only keep the faith and live on it, but also profess it, confidently 

bear witness to it, and spread it… Service of and witness to the faith are necessary for salvation: ‘So 

everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 

heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.’” 

Archbishop Charles Chaput likewise said that “Faith is always personal but never private. And it involves 

more than prayer at home and Mass on Sunday—although these things are vitally important. Real faith 

always bears fruit in public witness and public action. Otherwise it’s just empty words.” 

If you are feeling anxious about evangelizing, remember the words of Jesus in Luke chapter five, as he 

called the first disciples: “Duc in altum!” (Lk 5:4). “Put out into the deep.” At the word of Jesus, the 

disciples, despite their weariness from a long night with no catch, “put out into the deep.” And because 

they obeyed the call of the Lord in that moment, they “enclosed a great shoal of fish; and … their nets 

were breaking” (Lk 5:6). As evangelists we want to help Jesus to receive into the eternal Kingdom every 

soul Hhe paid for on the cross. It’s our duty and our honor to become “fishers of men” and “put out into 

the deep” for that great catch. As we strive to be saints, as we evangelize in spite of fear, as we call on 

the Holy Spirit to help us; we will find that the harvest is indeed abundant (see Lk 10:2; Jn 4:35). 

 
17 Many of these resources are available only to supporting partners. See www.evangelizationschool.com/pledge. 
 Another excellent resource is Catholic Answers. See www.catholic.com for more details. 

http://www.evangelizationschool.com/pledge
http://www.catholic.com/
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It’s time to set aside your fear, and engage in conversational evangelization. This practical activity is 
meant to help you build confidence in engaging in conversations leading, if the Lord wills it, to 
conversion. It has 4 steps: 

1. Pray to the Lord for a “divine appointment.” Ask Him to send you an opportunity to have a 
fruitful evangelizing conversation with someone — someone you know, or someone you don’t 
know. Here are words that you might use:  
Jesus, thank you for making me an evangelist and for blessing the activity that I am about to 
take part in. Please send your Holy Spirit right now to be with me, to fill me from the top of my 
head to the bottom of my feet. Without your Holy Spirit I will fail in my task, but with your Spirit I 
know I cannot fail. Jesus, please set up a ‘divine appointment’ for me right now, someone to 
whom I can listen and speak, that I might share the faith with them. Who is it that you want me 
to speak to, and what do you want me to say? 
Take a moment to listen to the Lord. What is the Holy Spirit saying? Follow His direction. If 
nothing comes immediately to mind, that’s okay. Pray, “Thank you for helping me plant a seed 
and, even if only in a little way, watch it grow. Protect me as I go out, and set your angels 
around me to keep me from all evil and all harm. Amen.” 
 

2. Have an evangelizing conversation. Go forward with confidence that God is soon going to use 
you to evangelize. First, decide on an ice-breaker. If you plan on giving a gift like a Miraculous 
Medal, keep one with you for that purpose. Have a tentative plan, based on the methods taught 
in this lesson. Be on the lookout for opportunities to enter into an evangelizing conversation, 
and take advantage of an opportunity when it comes up. In all of this, be attentive to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 

3. Don’t forget to pray with the person, if appropriate. You may pray in your own words, thanking 
and praising God, asking the Lord to give the person the guidance of the Holy Spirit. There may 
be some unique situation brought out by the conversation, for which you will want to pray. As 
usual, you may just pray the Lord’s Prayer — an “Our Father” — sincerely from the heart. 
 

4. When you are ready, please also post in the Community Forums about your experience doing this 
practical activity. There is a specific topic created for this. Also, give a constructive question or 
comment about the lesson, or somebody else’s post on their experience doing the practical 
activity. All of this is required for your basic certification!* 

This practical activity might be the most difficult for you so far. There is a lot of practical experience 
needed to get good at conversational evangelization. Your first “divine appointment” might be an 
opportunity to make a mistake and learn from it. You should do this practical activity a number of times 
and gradually get better at it. Don’t forget to share these experiences in our forum, as well. 

*If you are a new SPSE team leader, you have the option to replace practical activities and forum 
postings with similar activities associated with the team leader onboarding process, followed by a post 
on your team blog, a group discussion with your team, or a conversation with SPSE staff about your 
experiences. Please contact Brian Lee (brian@stpaulse.com) with any questions. 

mailto:brian@stpaulse.com
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1. How do you think Philip overcame his fear to speak to the Eunuch in Acts 8? What can we learn 

from that passage to help us overcome our own fear to evangelize? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What conversation starter do you feel the most comfortable with? Do you have difficulty talking 

to or getting to know other people? Do you think these conversation starters will help? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The apostles and disciples in the Bible evangelized with great zeal, but only after they were filled 

with the Holy Spirit. Often times they realized they needed more of the Holy Spirit than they had 

initially received because of the culture around them. Have you asked the Holy Spirit to fill you 

again? Why or why not?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the ACTS method of prayer? 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What do you think of the activity? Are you nervous? Willing? What icebreaker do you want to 

use and why? Do you have another idea how you might evangelize? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Did you receive any word from the Holy Spirit as you were praying in preparation for the 

activity?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


