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6.1 Summary

Summary

Because of the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, we have access to the life and
power of God, the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit first came upon the Church, and
equipped her for the work of evangelization. Because of this, Pentecost tells us a lot about that work.
Specifically, it tells us the method, the message, and the power-source of evangelization. The method is
prayerful preparation, bold proclamation, and openness to miraculous signs. The message above all is
the kerygma. The power-source is the Holy Spirit. Because we need the power of the Holy Spirit to
evangelize, we need a “new Pentecost” — that the flame of the Spirit be renewed within us. As we are
renewed in the Spirit, we need to listen to and follow His promptings by immersing ourselves in Sacred
Scripture and in Christian community, and testing the inspirations we receive. Also, in a special way we
ought to consider the Blessed Virgin Mary our “arm-in-arm” partner in our work of evangelization,
seeking her intercession continually. For she, before all other disciples of Jesus, is “overshadowed” by
the Holy Spirit.

6.2 Introduction: The Holy Spirit is the Fruit of the Paschal Mystery

Introductory Story

In the Gospel of John, Jesus said that “when [the Holy Spirit] comes, he will convince the world of sin
and of righteousness and of judgment” (Jn 16:8).

While one of our senior evangelists was assisting at a prayer meeting, a young man named Caleb
approached him, asking for prayers for the healing of his eyes. Caleb’s eyes both had torn retinas. His
vision was very bad, especially without his glasses, and he expected eventually to become blind.

Our evangelist proceeded to pray for him. He put his hands near Caleb’s eyes and prayed a short prayer
in the Name of Jesus Christ, for a complete healing. After praying, he asked him to test it out: “Caleb,
take off your glasses and try to read a page from this book.” Caleb took off his glasses and read the
words from the book easily. The evangelist was astonished, and said, “Caleb, it looks like you might have
been healed!”

Caleb was shocked and confused. He quickly put his glasses back on, looked around, and said, “No — I'm
not healed, my vision is worse than before!” The evangelist told him, “Take off your glasses!” Caleb took
off his glasses again and it finally dawned on him that he was completely healed.
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In that moment of realization, Caleb understood deeper than before that God is real, and that Jesus is
His divine Son. At this new insight, his face became distressed, and he began shaking his head back and
forth saying, “Oh no ... oh no ... oh no ...” The evangelist asked him, “What’s wrong?” “Oh, I’'ve done
really bad things. I've messed up ... you don’t understand. You don’t know how bad are the things I've
done.”

Somebody sitting nearby said to Caleb, “Do you need to go to confession?” At those words, the
expression on Caleb’s face changed. He went from distressed and anxious to calm and serious. He said,
“Yes.” And he got up and went directly to where confessions were being heard.

By the Name of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, Caleb’s eyes were healed that day. By the
same Name and same power, Caleb was convicted of sin in his heart. And again, by that Name and
power, Caleb was forgiven his many sins.

The Holy Spirit is the Fruit of the Paschal Mystery

“I tell you the truth,” says Jesus to His disciples, “it is to your advantage that | go away” (Jn 16:7). By His
Cross, Resurrection, and Ascension (collectively known as the “Paschal Mystery”), Jesus would leave the
side of His apostles. For three years, He had formed them by His teaching and example; He was the
Messiah, their master and teacher, who lived with them, ate with them, and loved them. But now He
predicts His return to God, and says, “It is to your advantage that | go away.”

How is it better for them that Jesus should go away? Isn’t Jesus the one whom Israel has awaited for
centuries? Why is it now better for Him to go away? Why should He come to them, only to leave them
again?

Jesus immediately answers the question: “If | do not go away,” He says, “the Counselor will not come to
you; but if | go, | will send him to you.”

What does this mean? It means that the Holy Spirit is the fruit of the Paschal Mystery.

The Paschal Mystery of Jesus—the Cross, Resurrection, and Ascension to Heaven—is the whole reason
that He came into the world in the first place. By the Cross, He took upon His own shoulders the weight
of sin and conquered it by the power of His sacrificial love. Then, having conquered sin, He won life and
glory for Himself and the whole human race, as He was resurrected to life and exalted to the right hand
of the Father. By “going away,” then, the Lord Jesus accomplished the work of the redemption. By
“going away,” He is now in a position to pour the fruits of redemption out into the world. This He does
by sending “the Counselor,” the Holy Spirit.

In the last lesson, we explained some major principles for the spiritual life of the evangelist. In the
process, we did not totally neglect the role of the Holy Spirit. In this lesson, however, we’ll go further
and discuss the immense importance of the Holy Spirit for the work of the evangelist. Beginning with
Pentecost, at all times the Holy Spirit is the one who makes the Church holy, and moves her out of a self-
focused mind, and into an other-directed mind. In other words, the Holy Spirit heals our hardened
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hearts and sends us on mission. He prepares us for eternal salvation, and equips us to be instruments of
salvation for others. We are in dire need of a renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit today. Come, Holy
Spirit!

6.3 What does Pentecost tell us about evangelization?

No doubt you’re very familiar with the story of Pentecost, an event often considered to be the birth of
the Church. It is contained in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. The 12 apostles® and many
other disciples are gathered together in a single place in the city of Jerusalem. Then a sound like a
mighty rush of wind comes from heaven, and they see things in the air that look like tongues of fire,
which settle on each of them. Then suddenly, in miraculous ways, they begin to speak boldly of the
powerful deeds of God to the quickly gathering crowd. Finally, Saint Peter addresses the crowd,
preaching the gospel to them.

The story of Pentecost tells us three things about our work of evangelization: its method, its power-
source, and its message.

#1: Pentecost Tells Us the Method of Evangelization

In Pentecost, we see a tri-fold method for evangelization. Authentic evangelization is 1) rooted in
prayer; 2) a bold proclamation of the truth; and 3) many times confirmed by the Holy Spirit through
miraculous signs.

1. Prayerful Preparation
The Book of Acts tells us that before He ascended into heaven, Jesus told his disciples to wait for
the coming of the Holy Spirit that He had promised them. So for nine days, they waited and
“devoted themselves to prayer” (Acts 1:12-14). If we wish to be true evangelists, we too need to
devote ourselves to prayer, taking even long periods of time to spend with the Lord.
Beyond the normal, daily exercises of the spiritual life, this should include also the willingness to
listen, hear, and answer the call to prayer. This might be in the midst of our daily duties, in the
middle of the night, or at any time that the Lord may desire. Be ready and willing to pray when it
is needed. Don’t think that you always have to wait for your regular prayer time.
If possible, you might also choose to go on a regular, spiritual retreat.

2. Bold Proclamation
After the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles with power, they went out and boldly
proclaimed the message of salvation — the gospel kerygma — to everyone. We too must
proclaim the gospel kerygma. We must proclaim the good news of salvation for the world -
salvation through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and through his gift of the Holy
Spirit.

3. Signs and Wonders
The Apostles’ preaching was accompanied by many signs and wonders that confirmed the truth

1 Matthias has by this time replaced Judas as the 12th apostle (Acts 1:24-26).
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of their preaching. They spoke in foreign tongues so that all could understand them, leaving the
crowds bewildered (Acts 2:5 — 13). They healed a crippled man (Acts 3:1 — 10). Sick people were
healed and evil spirits driven out simply by Peter’s shadow (Acts 5:15 — 16). And even the dead
were raised to life (Acts 20:7 — 12).

The gift of miracles is given to whomever the Spirit sees fit, for the purpose of building up the
Church — which is precisely the work of every evangelist. Sometimes it can be hard for us
modern-day Catholics and evangelists to accept that the Holy Spirit still works through signs and
wonders today (see 1 Cor 12:4-11). But the Church has always taught that God bestows various
extraordinary gifts — healings, prophecy, and miracles — on some of the members of His
Church, especially evangelists, to confirm the preaching of the Gospel.

Practically speaking, we should value such gifts and be open to receiving them (see 1 Cor 12:31).
We can look to the prayer of the disciples in Acts chapter 4 (verses 23-31) as an example of how
we might pray that such signs be manifested in our work of evangelization.

#2: Pentecost Tells Us the Power-Source of Evangelization

The event of Pentecost also tells us that a great infusion of divine power by the Holy Spirit is necessary
for evangelization; power that is available because of the death and resurrection of Jesus who now sits
at God’s right hand. In his encyclical on evangelization, Pope Saint Paul VI wrote,

Evangelization will never be possible without the action of the Holy Spirit. ... In fact, it is only
after the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost that the apostles depart to all the
ends of the earth in order to begin the great work of the Church's evangelization. ...

Itis in the "consolation of the Holy Spirit" that the Church increases. The Holy Spirit is the soul of
the Church. It is He who explains to the faithful the deep meaning of the teaching of Jesus and of
His mystery. It is the Holy Spirit who, today just as at the beginning of the Church, acts in every
evangelizer who allows himself to be possessed and led by Him. The Holy Spirit places on his lips
the words which he could not find by himself, and at the same time the Holy Spirit predisposes
the soul of the hearer to be open and receptive to the Good News and to the kingdom being
proclaimed.

Techniques of evangelization are good, but even the most advanced ones could not replace the
gentle action of the Spirit. The most perfect preparation of the evangelizer has no effect without
the Holy Spirit. ... It must be said that the Holy Spirit is the principal agent of evangelization: it is
He who impels each individual to proclaim the Gospel, and it is He who in the depths of
consciences causes the word of salvation to be accepted and understood. ...

Because of all this, we should constantly ask for more of the Holy Spirit, and call upon Him. St. Paul VI
continued,

We exhort all evangelizers, whoever they may be, to pray without ceasing to the Holy Spirit with
faith and fervor and to let themselves prudently be guided by Him as the decisive inspirer of
their plans, their initiatives and their evangelizing activity.>

2 Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi [Apostolic exhortation on evangelization in the modern world], sec. 75.
3 1bid.
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#3: Pentecost Tells Us the Message of Evangelization

Finally, the event of Pentecost teaches us the core content of the gospel — the kerygma, the message of
the evangelist. It was appropriately Saint Peter, the first Pope, who delivered this message. He began by
qguoting a passage from Scripture (JI 2:28-32) familiar to his listeners, grabbing their attention, reminding
them of God’s plan for the “last days.” Then he proclaimed Christ, crucified but risen and exalted at the
right hand of God, culminating in these words, “Let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Then there’s a clear call to action. If the
listeners want to receive the “gift of the Holy Spirit,” they must repent (literally turn their lives around)
and be baptized. Only then, by “the free gift of God” (see Rom 6:23), will they be delivered from the
reign of sin and death and receive eternal life.

We discussed the content of the gospel kerygma at greater length in a previous lesson, Introduction to
the Kerygma. See that lesson for more on the content of the kerygma.

6.4 What is a “New Pentecost”?

Before the Second Vatican Council began, Pope Saint John XXIII asked the Church to pray for a “new
Pentecost.” Many people in the Church believe that those prayers are now being answered. But what is
a new Pentecost?

Tapping into the Church’s Power of Regeneration

Let’s consider an example. Bob and Cheryl had been married for 45 years, and their relationship had
become somewhat stale. After so much time together, they’d begun to take one another for granted,
and had slowly slipped into a relationship of convenience rather than the deep love that they’d vowed
to one another on their wedding day. One day, they were shaken out of their complacency when their
eldest child observed, “I hope my marriage doesn’t look like yours in 20 years. You seem more like
roommates than lovers.” At last they recognized that they weren’t living up to the calling they’d
received from God, and signed up for a Catholic marriage retreat to help them reignite their love.

A “new Pentecost” is a lot like a marriage retreat. Just as a married couple can have the flame of their
love reignited after neglect, so too is God now reigniting the fire of the Holy Spirit in the Church. Pope
Benedict XVI wrote a book called Handing on the Faith in an Age of Disbelief. In it, he says that even
though there are often periods of decline in the Church, the Church always carries within herself the
“powers of regeneration,” because the Holy Spirit is always present as the very life and soul of the
Church.* A new Pentecost, then, would be about tapping into those powers of regeneration so that the
Church can once more, with great fruitfulness, preach salvation to modern man.

The great news is that we can all participate in the new Pentecost. Jesus is now calling the Church to
renew our commitment to the mission to make disciples of all nations. At the same time, in answer to
the prayer of Saint John XXIII, He is providing us with a renewed connection to the only power-source by
which the mission can be accomplished. That power-source is the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit is already

4 Joseph Ratzinger, Handing on the Faith in an Age of Disbelief (San Francisca: Ignatius Press, 2006), 84.
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present in the hearts of each of us because of our baptism and confirmation. As someone has said, “the
seeds for revival are planted within every baptized heart.” We draw upon the power of Pentecost when
we stir up the grace of the sacrament within us.

Renewed from Within by the Spirit

Pope Benedict XVI has spoken along these lines. Standing before a gathering of young people, he
encouraged them to “test the quality of your faith in the Holy Spirit,” and to “rediscover it if it is lost,
strengthen it if it has become weak, savour it as fellowship with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ,
brought about by the indispensable working of the Holy Spirit.”® If we do this, we can experience in
power the blessings of Pentecost, when “the Holy Spirit renewed the Apostles from within, filling them
with a power that would give them courage to go out and boldly proclaim that ‘Christ has died and is
risen!” Freed from all fear, they began to speak openly with self-confidence.”®

Ask, then, for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. God says in His Word that He will give the Holy Spirit
to anyone who asks Him (see Lk 11:13). Ask again and again, and then act on His inspirations. As we
grow in the Holy Spirit, there will be signs that He is working stronger in our life: we will have (1) a
renewed conviction of the Lordship of Christ, (2) a deeper understanding and experience of the Father’s
love, (3) the scriptures more often “coming alive” for us when we read them, and (4) we have a heart for
the Lord’s lost sheep, that they might be found. We will also have greater holiness, as well as greater
courage, boldness, and confidence in proclaiming the gospel.

6.5 How do we learn to listen to and act on the promptings of the Holy Spirit?

If we intend to stir up the Spirit within ourselves and participate in the new Pentecost, we must learn
how to listen to and act on the promptings of the Holy Spirit. Simply being a disciple of Jesus Christ
demands this — for the Lord Jesus speaks to us through the Holy Spirit, and empowers us to act by the
same Spirit. The Christian disciple, in fact, may be defined as the one who asks himself, “What is God
saying to me? And what am | doing about it?” How, then, do we listen to the Holy Spirit, and act on His
promptings?

The Spirit speaks to each of us in a variety of different ways. Sometimes He speaks to us through the
words of a friend or family member, or a short passage from a book, or a sudden insight into a particular
situation. The truth is, the Spirit breathes where He wills (see Jn 3:8). It is therefore incumbent upon us
to prepare ourselves to hear and respond to His “still small voice” (1 Kings 19:12) when He decides to
speak to us. But we also must learn to discern the Spirit, because not every voice comes from God (see 1
Thes 5:20-22).

Three Tips

5 Benedict XVI, “Message to the Young People of the World on the Occasion of the XXIIl World Youth Day,” sec. 1.
% Ibid., sec. 3.
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Here are three tips on listening to and acting on the promptings of the Holy Spirit:

1. Read the Word of God daily
If we’re familiar with the Bible, we’re familiar with God and His ways, and thus able to recognize
Him moving within us. Read the Scriptures daily and practice “lectio divina” (We discussed this
method in the Spiritual Life of the Evangelist lesson).

2. Test what you think might be from the Holy Spirit
“Do not despise prophesying, but test everything; hold fast what is good, abstain from every
form of evil” (1 Thes 5:20-22). The Scriptures and the tradition of the Church provide us with
guidelines to help us discern the voice of the Spirit. If something is contrary to them, then it is
not from the Holy Spirit. But if you have a word or inspiration that is good in itself, and you think
it might be from the Holy Spirit, then exercise a bit of “trial and error.” Act on it, and see if signs
of God'’s blessing and confirmation come. Most importantly, does it bear good fruit?

3. Share companionship with other Catholic disciples
God often reveals His will to us through one another, and we help each other hear and act upon
and discern the will of the Holy Spirit. As Jesus teaches, “Where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am | in the midst of them” (Mt 18:20).

6.6 How do we partner with Our Lady in bringing Jesus to others?

The Scriptures mention explicitly that among the disciples at Pentecost was Mary, the mother of Jesus
(Acts 1:14, 2:1). Why is it significant that Mary is mentioned by name? Because what was about to
happen to them at Pentecost, had already happened to her. The Holy Spirit had already been poured
out upon her — “overshadowed” her — so that she conceived divine life in her womb, and gave birth to
the Word-Made-Flesh, manifesting Jesus to the world (see Lk 1:31-38). Because of the indwelling Holy
Spirit, the Virgin Mary is “full of grace.” She is fully responsive to the Holy Spirit and fully participating in
the mystery of Pentecost, so that (following the phrase of St. Francis of Assisi) she is commonly called
“the spouse of the Holy Spirit.” As we see from the references to her in the Bible, her heart is fixed on
the glory of God, the salvation of sinners, and leading people to Jesus. In a very deep sense, Our Lady is
the first evangelist! She is the archetype for all evangelists.

After the Virgin Mary was assumed into heaven at the end of her earthly life, she has continued to
spread the gospel through her powerful intercession. She has been deeply involved in the work of
evangelization in the Church. She has even appeared at critical points in history to lead people to her
Son Jesus, and to greater repentance and belief — most importantly in Mexico (as Our Lady of
Guadalupe), in Paris (as Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception) and in Portugal (as Our Lady of
Fatima).

Making Our Lady an “Arm-in-Arm Partner~»
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For all these reasons, Our Lady is a source of inspiration and strength for every evangelist, and every

evangelist should take her on as a partner in witnessing to her Son. In fact, in our efforts to evangelize,

she should not be an “optional extra on the side,” but an “arm in arm partner.” Here are four ways to

invite Mary into our evangelization efforts:

4.

Pray the rosary for the salvation of souls and for overcoming obstacles in evangelization

IM

The rosary is a “school of the gospel” for us. It allows us to meditate on the mysteries of our
salvation in Jesus Christ, and so helps us to conform our hearts to these mysteries. And that
makes us better instruments of God for salvation. The rosary is also a weapon, a powerful
intercessory prayer. The evil one will constantly try to prevent our work from bearing fruit, but

faithful recitation of the rosary and meditation on its mysteries will stop him.

Read the messages from Our Lady’s appearances at Fatima

In 1917, at Fatima, Portugal, the Blessed Virgin appeared to three shepherd children, Servant of
God Lucia, and Saints Jacinta and Francisco. Her message was essentially a repetition of the
gospel, especially the call to repentance and intercession for the conversion of sinners. It tells
us, in all simplicity, how God sees things in the world in our time, and what we should do to save
many souls from hell.

Invoke Our Lady before you do any evangelistic work

The Virgin Mary is our mother (see Jn 19:25-27; Rv 12:17), our advocate (see Jn 2:3). Consider
offering a Hail Mary, or some other prayer to Our Lady, before every work of evangelization that
you do. Make her your constant partner in bringing Jesus to others.

Give out rosaries and Miraculous Medals in your evangelistic work

The usefulness of sacramentals and other devotional objects in evangelization should not be
underestimated. Through our faith and the grace of God, little things can have great ripple-
effects in the world. The Rosary and the Miraculous Medal, in particular, are beautiful gifts from
the Virgin Mary to the Church. Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Saint Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa),
and many others to this day, give away Miraculous Medals to people and see good fruits. They
put great trust in Our Lady’s desire to convert hearts through them.”

The most important part, perhaps, of bringing our Lady into our work of evangelization, is to imitate her.
We should imitate her faith (Lk 1:45), her humility (Lk 1:38, 48), her joy (Lk 1:47), her faithful sorrow (Lk
2:35; Jn 19:25), her reliance upon grace (Lk 1:28), her devotion to God (Lk 1:46), her boldness in
interceding (Jn 2:3-5), and her pondering heart (Lk 1:29; Lk 2:19, 51). We should read and internalize her
“Magnificat” (Lk 1:46-55). Most of all, like her we should acknowledge the unique role that the Father

7 There have been many miracles and conversions particularly through the Miraculous Medal. Many Saint Paul
Street Evangelization teams have “Miraculous Medal stories” of these kinds. In history, some well-known converts
to the faith through the Miraculous Medal are Alphonse Ratisbonne (1842), Claude Newman (1944), and Zachary
King (2008).
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has for us in the work of salvation, and obediently say, “Let it be done unto me according to Your word”
(see Lk 1:38).

6.7 Final Thoughts

Our God is so good. He wants us to ask Him for the Holy Spirit, much as a child asks his father or mother
for food. And God is more willing to give the Spirit to us than a human parent is willing to feed his child:
Jesus said, “If you who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Lk 11:13).

So let us turn with confidence to our heavenly Father and ask Him for an increase of the Holy Spirit’s
work within us! Let’s ask Him to stir up the Spirit He gave us at our Baptism and Confirmation. Let’s ask
Him for greater love, faith, hope, holiness, humility, courage, and peace as we step out of our comfort
zones to follow Him more closely as missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. Let’s ask Him for greater zeal for
souls, and spiritual gifts to serve them. Let’s ask Him now; and then continue to ask Him again and again
at each step as we move forward. Whatever spiritual gift we need in each moment; let’s ask Him for it.
Let’s practice active reliance upon God as we put into practice what we’ve learned in this lesson and in
all the previous lessons in the Introduction to Evangelization module. We know that our Father in
heaven is faithful; we will bear fruit for the Kingdom of God.

6.8 Practical Activity
A Novena for Renewal in the Holy Spirit

“How much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Lk 11:13). It is
time to ask the Lord to renew the gift of the Holy Spirit within you. This practical activity is intended to
help you begin to put the insights of this lesson into practice, and build a more active relationship with
the Holy Spirit. This activity has 4 parts:

8. Visit Church or an adoration chapel, and ask the Lord, in your own words, to pour out upon you
anew the gift of His Holy Spirit. Do not only ask Him for an increase of the Spirit, but tell Him
why you want an increase. Your prayer may be long or short, but let it be from your heart.
Include the same request in your daily prayers for the following eight days.

9. Wait for an answer to your prayer. What is the Lord saying? Do you notice anything different
about your spiritual life? A renewed conviction of the Lordship of Jesus? A deeper
understanding of the Father’s love? A greater humility or courage? A new experience in reading
the Sacred Scriptures? A greater heart for the salvation of others? A new inspiration or insight?
A new awareness of your sinfulness and need for repentance? Something else?

10. Recalling what you have learned in this lesson, act on some good inspiration that you may have
received from the Holy Spirit, or put into practice something else you have learned from this
lesson (especially from 6.5 or 6.6).
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11. When you are ready, please also post in the Community Forums about your experience doing this
practical activity. There is a specific topic created for this. Also, give a constructive question or
comment about the lesson, or somebody else’s post on their experience doing the practical
activity. All of this is required for your basic certification!*

This practical activity requires trust in the Lord’s promise to share His Spirit with His faithful children.

*|f you are a new SPSE team leader, you have the option to replace practical activities and forum
postings with similar activities associated with the team leader onboarding process, followed by a post
on your team blog, a group discussion with your team, or a conversation with SPSE staff about your
experiences. Please contact Brian Lee (brian@stpaulse.com) with any questions.

6.9 Study Questions

1. How does Caleb’s story illustrate the role of the Holy Spirit in the work of evangelization?

2. Why did Jesus need to “go away” before He could send us the Holy Spirit?

3. What three things does Pentecost tell us about the correct method of evangelization?
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4. Fillin the blanks: “Techniques of evangelization are good, but even the most advanced ones

could not replace the gentle action of . The most perfect preparation of the

evangelizer has no effect without

5. Fillin the blank: “A new Pentecost is a lot like a . Why is this the case?

6. What are four signs that the Holy Spirit is working more strongly in our life?

7. How do you test what you think might be an inspiration of the Holy Spirit?
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8. What are three ways to make the Blessed Virgin Mary an “arm-in-arm partner” in our efforts to
evangelize?
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